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e During 2010 Gulf of Mexico DWH oil spill the IASNFS/NGOMNFS was one of backbone
models that provide daily forecast to NOAA HAZMAT, NESDIS for oil spill trajectory
prediction to support Coast Guard and the Unified Command.
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Predicted particle distributions for 20 May 2010 initialized from 17 May satellite
analysis (shown in gray) using surface currents from (a) NOAA NGOM model, (b)

NRL IASNFS model, (c) NAVO Global NCOM model, and (d) TGLO model.
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Evaluation of 2 operational models (RTOFS and NGOM) and 3 semi-operational research models
(IASROMS, MITGOM and IASNFS) against satellite altimeter SSHA from Jason-1 and Jason-2

by Ed Zaron/PSU (2011/07)
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FIGURE 11. Notes: this Taylor diagram summarizes spatial and emporal van-
ance.
® SSH vanance of models is too high for NGOM and RTOFS.
o SSH variance of IASROMS, MITGOM, and IASNEFS is similar to Jason.
o Best model (based on correlation) is IASNFS.
* RMS difference (green scale) should be compared with altimeter SSH mms error, about

Sem.



